
Jesus The King who was the Lamb 
 
 
We are looking at The most important week of the most important person who ever lived.   

Each Sunday we are looking into details of Holy Week and its daily timeline, and then 
answering the question, “Why do we worship Jesus”.   

During this week we are reading This week read John’s account of the Passion, chapters 12-21. 
Today we will be looking at the Wednesday of Holy Week.   
PRAY 
 
Palm Sunday – Jesus the King 
Triumphal entry (Matt 21:1-11), surveying the temple and the return to Bethany (Mark 11:11)  
 
Thursday - Jesus the King who was the Lamb 
For the Jewish people a new day began at sundown, unlike us our midnight ends and begins a 
new day.  Looking at the final days of Jesus we are going by our understanding of a 24 hr. day. 
   E.g. Mark times the crucifixion at the 3

rd
 hour, whereas John at the 6

th
 hour- different audience.  

 
Seven major events happen on this day. 
Preparation for Passover 

Jesus instructs Peter and John to secure a large upper room in a house in Jerusalem 
and to prepare for the Passover meal.  Matt. 26:17-19; Mk 14:12-16; Luke 22:7-13. 

 
Passover meal and Last Supper 

In the evening Jesus eats the Passover meal with the Twelve, tells them of the coming 
betrayal, and institutes the Lord’s Supper.  Matt. 26:20-29; Mk 14:17-23; Luke 22:14-30. 

 
Parting example and words 

During supper Jesus washes the disciples’ feet, interacts with them, and delivers the 
Farewell Discourse.  John 13:1-17:26. 

 
Praise and departure 

Jesus and the disciples sing a hymn together, then depart to the Mount of Olives. 
Matt. 26:30; Mark 14:26; Luke 22:39. 

 
Prediction of Peter 

Jesus predicts Peter’s denials.  Matt. 26:21-35; Mark 14:27-31; Luke 22:31-34. 
 
Preparations 

Jesus issues final practical commands about supplies and provisions.  Luke 22:35-38. 
 
Prayer at Gethsemane 

Jesus and the disciples go to Gethsemane, where he struggles in prayer they struggle to 
stay awake late into the night.  Matt. 26:36-46; Mark 14:32-42; Luke 22:40-46. 

 
Though we could spend a sermon on each of these, our focus of our study today will be  
Passover meal and Last Supper looking at Luke’s account in chapter 22:14-20. 
 
The Passover meal: a recalling of the Passover event. 
14 When the hour came, Jesus and his apostles reclined at the table.  And he said to them, “I have eagerly desired to 
eat this Passover with you before I suffer (pascha).”

  



We need to understand the history of this meal.  Thus we turn to the Old Testament: Exodus. 
While the people were in slavery under Pharaoh God sent a deliverer by the name of Moses.   
     Pharaoh did not listen to God’s warnings and balked at the requests.   
Many plagues came to not just to convince Pharaoh but to show the rule / solitary of Yahweh.  

God is all about demonstrating His Lordship authority control over all forces of nature, 
idols, powers.  He is not just one of the gods or powers, but a different being all together.  
In a simple definition the plagues were to attack and show the emptiness of the gods, 
‘supposed gods’, all other gods are false, he alone has the power. 

The final plague was the death of the first born son.   Ex 12:7, 12-13 
Blood of the lamb on the doorframes on their houses.  That night if there was no blood 
on the doorframes, the first born son of the family would be killed. 
God spared them by the blood.   

The lamb and the blood 
The lamb had to be killed to save the first born, to protect them. 
The lamb’s life took the place of, was the substitute for the people. 

 
Passover is about freedom through sacrifice 
Blood at the Passover functions: 
     Protection from wrath 

Protection from the destroying angel who carries out the divine judgment 
OT sacrifice is the blood of substitute that appeased the wrath of God 

      To bring salvation 
Not just a replacement but a redemption  
Only the homes protected by the blood of the lamb escaped death 
The action of slaying the lamb is clearly substitutionary and regarded as atoning 

In the Passover God will spare those who show that they have placed their faith in God by the 
blood of the lamb. 
 
The Exodus 
The Hebrews did not have much time to prepare for the exodus, so they quickly made food 
preparations.  As they prepared bread they had no time to put yeast in it.  That night the meal 
was eaten in haste because the people were to leave right after the death of the firstborn sons.  
 
 
The Passover meal 
Exodus 12 is like the Gospels at times where the literary arrangement is in a topical way.   

It is an interweaving the sections of story and ritual instructions  
Each year they would celebrate with a meal to renew their memory of the salvation event when 
the angle of death “passed over” the houses of Israel.   

Each item was a symbolic picture to help keep in their minds all that happened.  It was a 
meal of remembrance where they would relive in their memory the Exodus event. A 
looking back to recall God’s salvation for the Jews in Egypt. 

Each item was a symbolic picture to help keep in their minds all that happened.   
Sacrificing of the lamb, cooking the lamb, side dishes and utensils and different cups of wine  

were all a celebration of God’s saving event found in the exodus story. 
 
 
Now back to Luke 22 
As the look back Jesus looks forward to the events of the new covenant. 
 
 



 
The Last Supper    15-20  

We call it the Last Supper on 3 accounts  
This is the last meal with His disciples 
This is the last meal before the future great messianic banquet  
and last Passover meal to be taken for the final sacrifice was about to happen. 

This meal commemorates the new salvation that was to come. 
The Lord’s Supper is not a Passover meal 

New symbols and meaning.   
     Bread – represents Christ’s body for all who believe. This pictures His death and His self- 

sacrifice. His body broken for his disciples on the cross.  
Though no bones broken – his body skin and flesh was- piercing, back torn, 

 beating, scourging, and the crucifixion. 
     Wine- the blood shed brought the inauguration the new covenant  

and to bring forgiveness of sins to many. 
 
New covenant.   

Jesus opens a new era.  A covenant is inaugurated with the shedding of blood. 
It is related to the Old in that the old was a preparation for and sign pointing to the New. 

 
Just as in the OT there was a lamb and the blood, now we have the … 
The Lamb and the blood 
Jesus gave himself up for his people like the Passover lamb did.   
His death corresponds to the sacrifice of the Passover lamb.  I Cor 5:7 
Redemption from bondage.  Christ gave His life to protect us from the slavery of sin.  
The blood of the Passover Lamb, Christ is to be put on the door of our lives. 
Christ is the lamb of the new covenant and his death will be the inauguration of it. 
We must live in the theology of the Cross. There is a new age of salvation 
 
Communion 
This meal serves to remind, proclaim and anticipate our salvation. 
The greatest salvation event in the OT was the Exodus.  
The greatest salvation event in the NT was the Cross. 
We celebrate today by looking back and forward with communion. 
  A meal of remembrance. 

We remember His great sacrifice, His life for ours. 
 A meal of proclamation. 
    We proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes again. 

A meal of anticipation. 
We look back and also look forward to the time he comes again and we celebrate 
the wedding feast.   

 
Today where have you placed your faith in? 
 Painting of the doorframes. Sven and Ole example of faith. 
 
In life today God will spare those who show that they have placed their faith in God by the blood 
of the Lamb, Jesus Christ. 
 


